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Welcome to the Newsletter!
This term
What a fantastic start to the new academic year at Walsall Academy. A warm welcome back to all
students, and a brilliant start from new students and staff. In this edition of the newsletter, we highlight
particular curriculum areas that wish to share their practice in the first term, as well as taking a look
into the extra-curricular opportunities the school has to offer.

Elsewhere across the school
Performing Arts, STEM and Physical Education have so much going on that they deserve their own
newsletter. Please find the links to the more subject specific newsletters on the Walsall Academy
website,

under

the

“Parents’

Information”

heading,

or

alternatively,

follow

this

http://www.walsallacademy.com/parents-information/newsletters/
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Curriculum Focus
English
KS3
Year 7 and Year 8 have thoroughly enjoyed the novels they have
read to kick start their English studies this year. Year 7 have been
following the story of Nobody Owens, a boy who grows up in a
graveyard and has all sorts of adventures with ghosts and ghouls in
Neil Gaiman’s excellent “The Graveyard Book”. Meanwhile, Year 8
have been enjoying the funny, shocking and dramatic story of the
boys at Camp Green Lake digging holes with deadly yellow-spotted
lizards in “Holes” by Louis Sachar.

KS4

A Taste of Honey at
Wolverhampton
Grand Theatre
Year 11 students are really looking

Whilst Year 9 have been engrossed in the timeless classic “Of Mice

forward to their upcoming visit to

and Men” by John Steinbeck, Year 10 and 11 have been making

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre to

great strides in their GCSE studies. Year 10 have been practicing

see “A Taste of Honey”. This

essential skills in language analysis and comprehension, as well as

domestic drama looks closely at

producing some really impressive pieces of creative writing, as part

family relationships and should be

of their GCSE English Language. Year 11 have been immersed in

a great opportunity for GCSE

various texts as part of their GCSE in English Literature, such as
“Macbeth”, “An Inspector Calls” and “A Taste of Honey”.

KS5
A level English Literature students have been enjoying the close
analysis of the famous Shakespeare plays “Hamlet” and “Twelfth
Night”, as well as engaging in fantastic discussions about the
characters and context surrounding the novels “The Handmaid’s
Tale” by Margaret Attwood and “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott
Fitzgerald.
Year 12 students have started their A level English Language
studies with looking at language under the microscope, studies
aspects of language such as pragmatics, semantics, phonology and
grammar. Meanwhile, Year 13 have been discussing child language
acquisition and how language has developed over time.
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students

to

enhance

understanding of the play.

their

Modern Foreign Languages
KS3
Year 7 have been introduced to German or French, learning key skills such as greetings and family members.
Year 8 German have learnt about school and the environment, while Year 8 French have studied various
topics, such as family and relationships.

KS4
Beginning the GCSE content, Year 9 German students have been learning about free-time activities and
hobbies, while in French students have studied relationships. Year 10 German and French students have
been engaging closely with the culture in studying customs and festivals in German-/French-speaking
countries. Finally, Year 11 French have learnt how to discuss school and studies, while in German students
have looked at social issues; they will soon apply these skills in the forthcoming mock exams.

KS5
Our A-Level German students have been working on a range of grammatical and thematic skills to improve
their Deutsch. Year 12 have been rotating between a range of topics, including German society, festivals,
fashion, art, and the history of Berlin. Meanwhile, Year 13s have been studying multiculturalism and the
affects of immigration in Germany, as well as German politics.

Poetry Competition
Our annual poetry-speaking
competition will soon be taking
place, with students learning to
recite poems in French and
German with accurate

pronunciation, intonation, and
clarity. We look forward
to
Othello

at

seeing the performances of
those who get to the finals!

Cheltenham’s
Everyman Theatre
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This October, a group of year
11 students have visited

Humanities

Year 7 in Wroxeter and with their Roman shields

KS3
Year 7 and Year 8 have once again enjoyed an exciting start to the year’s Humanities curriculum.
Year 7 have been studying the Roman Empire and have explored the various aspects of Roman life
and warfare. To further their understanding beyond the classroom, they have visited the ancient ruins
of Wroxeter, with the reconstructed town and adjoining museum. They have also made their own
Roman shields, and have re-enacted a Roman battle on the school field, whilst learning various
Roman battle techniques. Year 8 have been studying natural hazards, including tsunamis,
earthquakes, and tornadoes.

“I really enjoyed discovering things from the past at Wroxeter, an experience that you can’t get from
just reading a book.” – Christina, Year 7

KS4
Year 9 History students have commenced their GCSE studies, firstly by developing their analytical
skills by learning about historical mysteries, such as Jack the Ripper and 9/11, while similarly in
Geography students have studied plastic pollution, food miles, and climate change. Year 10 History
students have recently been studying Crime and Punishment, while Geography students have been
studying Tectonic Hazards, such as earthquakes. Year 11 History students made a recent trip to
Coalbrookdale to discuss the effects of the Industrial Revolution there, whereas Year 11 Geography
visited Carding Mill Valley for their Physical Fieldwork on rivers.

KS5
History A-Level students have begun studying the Early Tudors and Democracy and Dictatorships in
Germany, and will soon embark on a trip to Krakow, Poland, to visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau death
camp. Year 13 have been on a trip to the University of Birmingham to complete some research for
their forthcoming coursework, while also studying Russia and its Rulers. Year 12 Geography students
meanwhile have been learning about tectonic hazards and globalisation, while Year 13 have been
studying the Water Cycle and Global Superpowers, while continuing with their coursework.
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Film Studies

It has been a busy start to the year in Film Studies with students learning about editing, sound,
cinematography and mise en scene. We have also been discussing the birth of cinema and the
traditional differences between European and Hollywood film-making. Students have viewed films by
Quentin Tarantino, The Cohen Brothers, Jean-Luc Godard and Veronika Franz and will go on to study
a wide range of genres and movements including Silent Film, British Film and Documentary. Later in
the year we’ll be planning a visit to the Midland Arts Centre or the Electric Cinema to extend our
students’ learning outside the classroom.

Psychology
So far this academic year in Psychology, Year 12 have had a brilliant
start and are already enjoying the content of the course. They have
been studying psychological research methods and the topic of social
influence, gaining insight into conducting experiments and real-world
studies that have taken place. Psychology student Lara said “I really
enjoyed learning about Zimbardo’s Stanford Prison Experiment – it was
really interesting”.
Students engage in a range of activities in class, from mini-tests on
psychological concepts to bingo challenges on key terms; the relaxed
environment allows for a memorable learning experience. Year 13
Psychology students are furthering their knowledge of psychological
research methods and advancing onto case studies. Psychology
student Reygn’s favourite part was psychopathology – “some of the reallife applications we looked at were fascinating!”.
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Computer Science

To begin their studies in Computer Science, Year 7 have been learning about the various elements to
staying safe online. Students have been considering how best to treat online communities and think
carefully about the decisions they make on the internet. Students have been making their own films
giving advice on how to be safe when gaming and using social media. Students and parents also
attended an E-Safety evening at the Academy in October, which was really informative about what to
look out for when online. For further information and advice, please look at the Think U Know and
Childnet websites.

Art and Design
KS3
Year 7 have begun their artistic journey at Walsall Academy by drawing various types of flowers.
Students have been taking inspiration from the patterns of William Morris, the vibrant style of Charles
Rennie Makintosh and the close-up pieces from Georgia O’Keefe. The work produced by students
was very impressive and showed a real talent in the year group! In Year 8, students have been
creating some fantastic Totem Poles with a variety of animals.

KS4
There have been some brilliant portraits produced by Year 9, whilst students in Year 10 have been
producing some fantastic images of every day food items. Some excellent pieces of work include
drawings of drink cans, ketchup bottles and sweets. Year 11 have been working hard on their
coursework, with some students creating a piece comprised of animals in front of a space
background. Students have been encouraged to incorporate different styles and painting techniques
inspired by a specific artist.
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Business and Economics
KS4
Year 9 are currently working through their induction to business. This has included working on a
festival project, developing their ideas and learning the basics of marketing. Year 10 BTEC students
are currently investigating small businesses, gaining entrepreneurial skills and marketing. Meanwhile,
the GCSE students have been learning about finance, looking at breakeven and cash flow forecast
and the importance of cash and profit and what role these factor play in the survival and success of
the business. Year 11 BTEC students are preparing for their promotion and finance exam that they
will sit in January next year and are now learning about financial statements and how they show the
success of a business.

KS5
Year 12 BTEC students are preparing for their external assessments that they will sit in May next
year. They are currently learning about personal finance, the range of bank accounts and financial
products available and their suitability for people in different circumstances. They are also taking a
look into marketing and how a business would go about conducting market research and using this to
support their marketing strategy. The double award students are also learning about people
management and are planning a series of events that will run before Christmas, including the
Christmas market, a football competition and a cinema evening. The economics students have been
learning about supply and demand, whilst AAT students have been learning about basic principles of
double-entry bookkeeping in preparation for their bookkeeping’s transaction exam they will sit before
Christmas. They also plan to attend a workshop with PWC in November to help them understand
different career choices in accounting.

Hospitality and Catering
This term, students studying Hospitality and Catering
have gained some fantastic experience, utilizing the
opportunities the school has to offer. Students took
part in serving coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cakes and
biscuits to students and staff as part of Macmillan
Coffee Afternoon. The school managed to raise an
impressive £171.06 for the charity! Students also did
a brilliant job serving the governors and guests for
various occasions both during and after school. The
team are looking forward to impressing parents and
visitors with their skills when they support the Drama
Department’s upcoming evening of performance.
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NASA Visitor

Donald Thomas on his space mission.

Walsall Academy had the privilege of meeting former NASA astronaut Dr Donald Thomas. A veteran
of four space flights, he has logged over 1,040 hours in space and has orbited the earth nearly 700
times.
Students from Year 8 and Year 12 were fascinated by his highly informative and inspiring talk about
his time in space. What was particularly poignant, was the point Donald made about his perseverance

to get onto the space team, facing rejection but always improving his skills and trying again. This sent
a great message out to students about how hard work really does pay off. Then Donald showed
images and shared many stories about his time in space, explaining what sort of experiments he
carried out and how difficult daily tasks became in zero gravity.
Students were particularly enamoured by Donald’s declaration that they were part of the ‘Mars
Generation’ and could be part of a team that sends humans to Mars! The talk was a real source for
inspiration for any aspiring scientists and engineers here at the Academy, as well as helping all
students see that, with hard work and determination, anything is possible.
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Session 3

As ever, Walsall Academy has kicked off the year to a great start with an ever-expanding array of Session
3 opportunities. This year, we have excellent Session 3s available such as Creative Writing, Drama, Retro
Gaming, STEM and even learning to speak Russian!

Session 3 provides an essential opportunity for students to get extra support and practice in their subjects,
whether that is in music and dance sessions, or through academic subject based sessions. We are always
pleased to see the commitment and enthusiasm from students during Session 3!
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Musical Performance
This year’s musical performance at Walsall Academy will be… Chicago!
Multi-award winning musical Chicago is a sassy crime thriller. Its sensational score includes
international hits “All That Jazz” and “Razzle Dazzle”. The story starts when nightclub sensation
Velma murders her husband, and Chicago's slickest lawyer, Billy Flynn, is set to defend her. But
when Roxie also winds up in prison, Billy takes on her case as well and turns her into a media circus
of headlines. Neither woman will be outdone in their fight against each other and the public for fame

and celebrity. With auditions and rehearsals well underway, the show is set to be a great success. It
would be a crime to miss it!

Book Club
This year marks the launch of Walsall Academy’s Book Club run by the
English Department. This new club is open to both staff and Sixth Form.
The first meeting discussed the hilarious and moving memoir “How Not
To Be a Boy” by comedian Robert Webb. Attendees shared their
favourite chapters, their reservations about Webb’s character and
discussed the particularly emotional moments from the book. The act of
reading a shared experience was really enjoyable. The English
department look forward to hosting a second meeting on where they will
discuss “Normal People”, the highly anticipated second novel from the
most talked-about novelist in years Sally Rooney.
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Fundraising
Due to the phenomenal success of last year’s fundraising efforts,
Walsall Academy will once again be collecting items to donate to local
foodbanks as this term’s fundraising drive.
Every year, thousands of families in the UK have to rely on food banks
in order to be able to eat. Food banks, such as the North Walsall Food
Bank and the Midcounties Co-operative Food Bank are working to

ensure no family has to go hungry, which is why we will be supplying
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them with essential items. Students will be bringing in food items that
are desperately needed by some members of our society, such as UHT
milk, tinned meals, coffee and sugar. Students can also bring in nonedible necessities, such as shampoo, toothpaste and sanitary items.
Last year, we collected a staggering 4,605 items as a school. Our
aspirational target this year is 5000 items – let’s do this!

Duke of Edinburgh
So far this term, Walsall Academy has recruited 36
students onto the Bronze award, 21 on the Silver
and 26 onto the Gold. Parents of the students
involved came into school to discuss what the
awards are about and the students have been
tasked to decide what they are going to do for the
Volunteering, Physical and Skill sections of the
awards. We train the students for the expedition
sections and our first training day for the Silver and
Gold participants is on Sunday 8 December on the
Shropshire Hills.

