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Welcome to the Newsletter!
This term
Welcome back to all returning students, and a big hello to our many new students, in both Year 7 and
Sixth Form. The start to the new school year has been an exciting one, as students dive straight into
the adventures that Walsall Academy has to offer them. In this edition of the newsletter, we highlight
particular curriculum areas that wish to share their practice in the first term.

Elsewhere across the school
Performing Arts, STEM and Physical Education have so much going on that they deserve their own
newsletter. Please find the links to the more subject specific newsletters on the Walsall Academy
website, under the “Parents’ Information” heading, or alternatively, follow this link:
http://www.walsallacademy.com/parents-information/newsletters/
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Curriculum Focus
English

Othello at
Cheltenham’s
Everyman Theatre
This October, a group of year
11 students have visited
Cheltenham to see a modern
production of Shakespeare’s
Othello.
The students demonstrated
excellent behaviour, and
showed a high level of
enthusiasm for the alternative
play. One particular student,
Chloe, even had a reply from a
member of the cast, after
complementing the play on
Twitter!

D.E.A.R
After a smashing start to Drop Everything And Read last year, the
English Department is now ensuring that all students have the
opportunity to attend the library in lessons. This will enable
students to select novels that stretch them, and also provide
enjoyment, so that they are able to make the most of D.E.A.R.

KS3
Year 7 and 8 have jumped into English with enthusiasm this year.
Year 7s have been considering varying autobiographies that have
made an impact throughout history, whilst Year 8s have explored
the world of Advertisement and Media.

KS4
Having studied poetry since the beginning of term, Year 10 have
now been given a chance to excel further in their GCSEs as they
start preparing to complete their Language exams in June.
Students will spend the coming months developing their creative
writing, transactional writing and comprehension skills, in order to
prepare them fully.
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Highly acclaimed by critics, this
performance provided new
perspectives for these
students, who have been
studying Othello for their
GCSE. With a woman
performing the lead, the trip
has left the students
questioning key ideas in this
historic play.

“The best Lago I have ever
seen; very understated.”
- Costas, Year 11.

Modern Foreign Languages
This term MFL held their annual Poetry Competition, as a conclusion to their celebration of the
European Day of Languages. A huge success, the competition had a high turnout from both KS3
KS4 participants who were keen to impress the judges with their pronunciation skills. The board of
judges was made up of Mr Quirk, Miss Kerr and Miss Lockwood, alongside a special guest judge
Miss Lomba, who made a surprise return. Participants faced this tough board with enthusiasm and
skill, and the results were impressive.

A special congratulations to our KS3 winner, Amber-Rose, and our KS4 winner, Brodie. Other
students who deserve special mention are runners up Jack, Scarlett, Mihai, Asha and Reece. A
massive well done to every student who participated. We’re looking forward to next year already!

Here are a couple of the poems that
students had to learn for the competition.
Try and learn them yourself! Can you spot
any rhyming patterns?

- La vida es sueño, Pedro
Calerón de la Barca –
Sueña el rico en su riqueza,
que más cuidados le ofrece;
sueña el pobre que padece
su miseria y su pobreza;
sueña el que a medrar
empieza,
sueña el que afana y pretende,
sueña el que agravia y ofende,
y en el mundo, en conclusión,
todos sueñan lo que son,
aunque ninguno lo entiende.

- Pour ma mère, Maurice
Carême Il y a plus de fleurs
Pour ma mère en mon cœur
Que dans tous les vergers

Plus de merles rieurs
Pour ma mère
en mon
Othello
at cœur
Que dans leCheltenham’s
monde entier
Everyman Theatre
Et bien plus
baisers
This de
October,
a group of year
11
students
have
visited
Pour ma mère en mon cœur
Cheltenham to see a modern
Qu’on ne pourrait
en donner
production of Shakespeare’s
Othello.
The students demonstrated
excellent behavior, and
showed a high level of
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Yo sueño que estoy aquí
destas prisiones cargado,
y soñé que en otro estado
más lisonjero me ví.
¿Qué es la vida? Un frenesí.
¿Qué es la vida? Una ilusión,
una sombra, una ficción,
y el mayor bien es pequeño:
que toda la vida es sueño,
y los sueños, sueños son.

Humanities

Students explore how pockets of lava can brew under an external layer of ice

Key Stage 3
So far for Key Stage 3 it has been an exciting journey. Year 7s have explored ultimate hazards, such
as the fiery ice of the Icelandic volcano, and have begun to explore the world through a focus on
Germany and Greece. Continuing the action, Year 8 have dived into the contrasting worlds of the
Tudors and the Stuarts, battling their way through the English Civil War and various religious festivals.

Key Stage 4
Year 9 have explored historical mysteries, that have baffled society for generations, such as JFK’s
assassination, the moon landing and Jack the Ripper. Year 10 have developed their key exam skills
through an exploration of crime in the industrial era and the 20th Century. Life in Nazi Germany is the
topic that Year 11 have been focusing on, with particular investigation as historians into groups such
as workers, young members of society, women and Jews.
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Film Studies

Film Studies students analyse representation of gender in Turkey, via Mustang

In A Level Film Studies, students are given
the opportunity to examine how directors can
use film as a platform to express alternative
and thought provoking perspectives on
society. This term, our A Level students have
examined, discussed and critiqued films such
as Mustang and Some Like it Hot. They have
delved into the world of film, placing these
films within a wider cannon and picking apart
how and why they were made.

Students consider key theories, such as the Auteur theory, via Some
Like it Hot

Psychology
Our A Level psychology students have fully immersed themselves in another year of exploring the
nature of human minds. Year 12 have been developing their understanding of key Psychology
concepts, such as Research Methods and Social Influence. Students have developed their
understanding on these topics through a range of different class activities and have been encouraged
to complete extended reading around the topics to contextualise their learning further.
Year 13 students have studied Biopsychology this term, and have advanced their understanding of
Research Methods. They have also been encouraged to prepare rigorously for their recent
assessments, with a focus on examination questions covering the content learned so far. A2 students
have also completed a number of research tasks to help further their psychology language skills.
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Business and Economics
KS4
Year 10 BTEC Enterprise students have been investigating how the entrepreneurial qualities of
people setting up and running small businesses help to make their business successful. GCSE
students have been looking at market research methods and how businesses use these to help
develop successful products and services.
In Year 11, BTEC students have explored a range of trends and local factors that would have an
effect on a newly established business on Bloxwich High Street to help inform their start-up business
proposals. GCSE students have been looking in depth at the marketing mix and how technology can
be used to develop an integrated and successful mix.

Sixth Form
Economics A Level students in both Year 12 and Year 13 are following the latest negotiations on
Brexit to understand how that will affect UK-based businesses. This is one of a number of external
factors Year 13 have been studying, including the gender pay gap, impact of inflation on real terms
pay and the legislative environment. AAT students in Year 13 are preparing for their first Level 3
assessment that they will sit in November.

Product Design
In September, a group of product design A Level students visited the EEF
engineering hub in Perry Barr. This was an exciting opportunity for students
as they were able to take part in a tour around the workshops to view the
equipment, such as 3D printers and robots, and also to observe the
working apprentices.

Not ones to back down from a challenge, the students also embraced a
practical activity that is often used as an interview technique for engineering
apprenticeships. They were also told how to apply for possible
apprenticeships, giving them relevant experience for the future.

6

Session 3

Debate Club has provided an opportunity for students to get together and debate each other on both challenging and fun topics.

This term we have seen the start of another year of exciting Session 3s. There has been a high level of
enthusiasm for the school’s ever expanding range of opportunities, which is fantastic to see. Students are
able to play games in Retro Gaming Club and test their computing skills in Programming Club, or write a
story in Creative Writing Club and express themselves in Art Club.
Session 3 is also a useful opportunity for students to get in some extra practice for school, whether that be
through music and dance sessions, or through academic subject based session 3s. The latter are designed
to offer the services of our teachers to students in a more personally tailored learning environment.

Mr Pratt’s drama club has had great success so far—saving him from talking only to himself!
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A Day with the Cadets

Students cooperate to build large tents out on the school field

Once again, Year 8 students have had a fantastic time working with the Cadet Force. All of Year 8
were off timetable, taking part in a morning of activities. The year split into groups, working on a
rotation completing different tasks. These included command tasks, putting up a tent, and paintballing.
Students also had an introduction to cadet life, demonstrating the sort of things they could get up to if
they joined ACF.

An indoors session was aimed around evacuating a town that had been hit by a tornado. Students
had the opportunity here to address a challenging situation calmly, maturely and considerately. All
students displayed excellent problem-solving, teamwork, communication and listening skills.
Existing Walsall Academy cadets from Year 9 and above helped out with the activities and were able
to share stories first-hand with the younger students about the wealth of benefits that joining the ACF
brings. All in all, it was a fantastic morning and the students clearly found the experience engaging
and refreshing.
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Outward Bound

On the trip, Year 7 had to embrace different challenges, include plunging into the icy water at Aberdovey

Year 7 have been on an exciting adventure to Aberdovey this October. Climbing up
mountains and plunging into pools of icy water, the students have faced challenge after
challenge. By working in teams, the students were able to develop their resilience and quick
thinking skills, and it will be great to see how these skills transfer to the classroom.
One of our Year 7 students, Libby, shared her excitement before going:
”This year I am very excited as a Year 7 to be going to Outward Bound. I will be able to meet new
people and try different activities. I am happy to have this opportunity, surrounded by such lovely
peers!”

Duke of Edinburgh Award
After a year of hard work, our Duke of Edinburgh Award participants have completed their Bronze
awards. Since September, new groups have been forming ready to dive into our Bronze, Silver and
Gold award programmes. Students have to display hard work, resilience, ambition and a desire to give
back to the community, as they progress through the various challenges that form this fantastic award.
Good luck to all those who have signed up!
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Snagged Event
Last year, many of our older drama students worked with Snagged and Catcher Media to develop the style
and content of a grooming and child exploitation awareness film. On 3 October, Walsall Academy hosted a
celebration evening in which students and staff who assisted were able to preview the final product.
The film was commissioned by the NHS to raise
awareness for new forms of online grooming,
particularly County Lines which is becoming more
prevalent. The film was made for inclusion on the Easy
-SRE website, a popular PHSE resource for schools
across the country. The film can be accessed for free
through this website. The film will also being shown at
safeguarding events and in the wider borough.

“Working with the young people at Walsall Academy has
been ace: not only because they’re very gifted actors, but
they’ve also helped come up with these scenarios” - Rick
Goldsmith of media company Catcher Media.

Do you want to see
fellow students in
an all singing, all
dancing, musical
performance?
Every year Walsall
Academy puts on a
show, with an allstudent cast.

Students who took part included Year 11 GCSE
drama groups

This year’s musical is the fantastic worldwide hit ‘Grease’,
popularised by the 1978 John Travolta film. It has been 10
years since the Academy performed ‘Grease’, and we are
bringing it back bigger and better than ever this year! Auditions
were a huge success and rehearsals are due to start soon.

Big drum roll please...
as we announce that
this year’s school show
is going to be:
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Future Fundraising
Previously at Walsall Academy, students have spent the autumn
months collecting items for Operation Christmas Child. This year,
however, the school will be fundraising for a challenge that is much
closer to home. Every year, thousands of families in the UK have to rely
on food banks in order to be able to eat. This is why this year’s
fundraiser will be for local food banks, such as the North Walsall Food
Bank and the Midcounties Co-operative Food Bank.

Contact Us
Walsall Academy
Lichfield Road
Bloxwich
WS3 3LX
(01922) 493 910
Visit us online at
www.walsallacademy.com

Students will be bringing in food items that are desperately needed by
some members of our society, such as UHT milk, tinned meals and
sugar. Students can also bring in non-edible necessities, such as
shampoo, toothpaste and sanitary items. We are aiming to collect
between 1,000—2,000 items — as a team we can achieve this!

Below are a few of the charities that we will be helping by collecting
these items.

