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This is the thirty third edition of the Inside this issue:
Physical Education Magazine. We hope you Football league
will enjoy reading about all of the fantastic
achievements of the school teams, and our

individual stars of the future.

Netball league

End of year awards

Inter-academy swimming




ISSUE 33 PAGE 2

End of Yeawr Awawrds- Overview

The 2024-25 Sports Awards saw us celebrate the academic year’s
sporting achievements. We are so proud of the incredible breadth
of talent across our Academy, with over 270 students proudly
representing the school in a wide range of sports including
football, netball, athletics, cricket, basketball, boccia and more.
The event was a fantastic opportunity to recognise the
accomplishments of our sports teams and the contributions they
have made to school sport. A huge congratulations to all

participants and award winners!
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End of Yeawr Awowrds-Teamv of
the Year

Our Year 7 Boys Cricket team were crowned 'team of the year' at
the Sports Awards after a fantastic first season at the Academy. Mr
Lloyd was particularly pleased with the consistency of their
performances; showing great teamwork, particularly in the field.
The highlight of the season saw them qualify from their group in
the pool stage and then go on to win the Walsall Schools Dynamo
Cricket Final. With standout moments across multiple fixtures and
a brilliant attitude both on and off the pitch, they truly deserved
this recognition. A huge congratulations to the squad and we look
forward to seeing them continue their cricket through the coming

years at Walsall Academy.




SSSSSSS

KS3 Girls winner: Maria

KS3 Boys Winner: Maurice
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Sporty Awards- Ks3 Sporty

KS3 Girls winner: Jandelle

KS3 Boys Winner: Ben
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Y7 Boys Football A Teamv

Our Year 7 A Team has made a fantastic start to their football
season, showing skill, teamwork, and a hunger to compete from
the very first whistle. With several fixtures already under their belt,
the team has impressed with their attacking flair and defensive
discipline. Led by Mr Bell, the squad has delivered standout
performances against tough opposition. In their fixture against
Shire Oak Academy, the team produced a dominant display, with
Mackyle scoring four goals and earning Man of the Match
honours. Layton, Zion, and Tyler also found the net, contributing to

a confident and well-rounded team performance.

The team continued their strong form in the West Midlands Cup,
where Mackyle once again led the scoring with five goals,
supported by Layton who added to the tally. Their ability to work as
a unit and adapt tactically has been a key factor in their early
success. With a promising squad and growing momentum, the
Year 7 A Team is quickly establishing itself as one to watch this
season. We look forward to seeing how they progress in upcoming

fixtures and cup competitions.




ISSUE 33 PAGE 7

Y7 Boys Football B Teamv

Our Year 7 B Team has made a strong start to their season,
showing great promise and enthusiasm in their early fixtures.
The squad has demonstrated excellent teamwork and
determination, with standout performances from Charlie,
Preston, Carter, Cai, and Muhsin, all contributing goals in their

recent matches.

Preston earned Man of the Match for his leadership and energy
on the pitch, helping drive the team forward. With growing
confidence and a positive attitude, the B Team is developing

well and proving they’'re ready to compete.
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Boys Football

Year 8

The Year 8 A Team has shown real character this season, taking
on tough opposition with determination and teamwork. In their
fixture against Netherstowe, the team came from behind to
secure a hard-fought win, with Bobby, Harry, and Dougie all finding
the net. Bobby'’s tireless work rate earned him Man of the Match,
and the squad continues to grow in confidence with each game.
With strong leadership and a solid defensive unit, the team is

building momentum for a successful season ahead.

The Year 9 A Team has made a powerful start to their campaign,
delivering high-scoring performances and showing real attacking
flair. In their fixture against Shire Oak, Rio led the charge with four
goals, supported by Ish, Jareal, King, Subomi, Tyler, and Tommi, all
contributing to the scoreline. Rio’s performance earned him Man
of the Match, and the team followed up with another commanding
win against Pool Hayes, with Ish again starring. With a strong
squad and sharp finishing, the Year 9s are setting the standard
this season.
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Boys Football

Year 10

The Year 10 team has faced a mix of challenges and triumphs this
season, showing resilience and flashes of brilliance. Against Shire
Oak, Arjun was unstoppable, scoring four goals and earning Man
of the Match, with Kieron and lIziah also on the scoresheet.
Despite a tough loss to Barr Beacon, the team bounced back with
a confident win, demonstrating their ability to regroup and
respond. With Arjun consistently leading the line and the squad
growing in depth, the team is well-placed for a strong finish to the

season.

Year 11

Our Year 11 boys football team has had a strong and determined
start to the season, showing grit and quality in both league and
cup fixtures. One of their standout performances came in their
West Midlands Cup fixture against Pool Hayes, where the team
battled hard in a competitive match. Despite a narrow defeat, the
squad showed excellent teamwork and resilience, with standout

performances across the pitch.

Their efforts have not gone unnoticed, as the team has now
progressed to the third round of the English Schools Football
Association (ESFA) National Cup. The squad look forward to an
away fixture against St Francis, a side they drew 2-2 with in their
last league encounter, so all to play for and a chance to progress

into the next round of the cup.
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Sixth Form Boys Football

Our Sixth Form football team has kicked off the season with
confidence and a winning mentality across a series of fixtures.

The standout moment so far came in a home friendly against St
Francis, where the team delivered a commanding victory. The
performance was a true statement of intent, with Oliver leading
the charge and earning Man of the Match after scoring a superb
hat-trick. Michael, a Year 11 student making his debut for the
Sixth Form squad, also made a big impact, scoring two goals and

showing great composure at senior level.

This fixture served as excellent preparation for the team'’s
upcoming West
Midlands Cup clash
against Tettenhall
College, a match that
promises to test the
squad’s growing
cohesion and
competitive edge.

Earlier in the season, :
the team also faced > 4

Thomas Telford in a

tough home fixture. Despite a narrow 2-1 defeat, the match was
a valuable learning experience. Jamie found the net, and Andrew
was praised for his leadership and work rate throughout the
game. The squad showed resilience and tactical awareness,

which has clearly carried through into their recent performances.

With strong coaching from Mr Bailey and Mr Taylor, and a squad
full of talent and determination, the Sixth Form football team is
shaping up to be one of the Academy’s most exciting sides this
year. We look forward to seeing how they progress through the

season, and hopefully, liftt some silverware along the way!
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Girly Football

Our girls football teams have kicked off the season with
energy, enthusiasm, and some fantastic performances across
multiple fixtures. With matches in both the National Cup and
Walsall Schools League, the girls have shown great teamwork,

resilience, and attacking flair.

The Year 8/9 girls began their campaign with a dominant 9-0
win away at Q3 Academy Tipton in the National Cup. Leilah led
the scoring with four goals, supported by Millie with three and
Amelia adding to the tally. Their performance was a brilliant
example of what this team is capable of, and Leilah was

deservedly named Player of the Match.

Back at home, our Year 7 & 8 girls faced Pool Hayes in a
thrilling fixture. After a 2-2 draw in regular time, the team held
their nerve to win 6-5 on penalties. Amelia was named Player
of the Match for her attacking play, while Navheet made

several crucial saves to help secure the win.
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Netball Leagues

This seasons netball fixtures have seen our girls from Years 7 to
11 shine across both local and inter-academy competitions. The
teams have shown fantastic commitment to training and great

teamwork.

In our home fixtures, Jubilee stood out in defence for Year 10 with
her commanding presence as Goal Keeper, while Ashleigh-Jai led
Year 11 with her agility and leadership on court. Sharla and Layla
have been instrumental in Year 10’s attacking play, and Tanya
earned Game of the Game honours for her performance with the

Year 8 squad.

Year 9’s success has been driven by the dynamic duo of Michelle
and Maria, whose shooting and movement were key to their
victories. Meanwhile, Laila made a strong impression in Year 7

with her energy and determination.

The highlight of the season so far has been the Inter-Academy
Netball Tournament at Madeley, where our teams secured a
fantastic 2nd place finish. Competing against sister schools in the
MAT, our girls demonstrated resilience, tactical awareness, and
excellent sportsmanship. Well done to all our netball teams on a

strong start to the season!
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Inter-Academy Hockey

Held at Thomas Telford School, the Inter-Academy Hockey
Tournament was a brilliant opportunity for our students to
experience competitive hockey — many for the very first time. The
event brought together teams from across our Multi Academy Trust,
creating a supportive and exciting environment for new players to

learn and compete.

Our Year 7 girls were particularly impressive, showing great
teamwork, enthusiasm, and resilience throughout the tournament.
Their efforts were rewarded with a very respectable third-place
finish, a fantastic achievement for a team new to the sport. The
tournament not only introduced students to hockey but also helped
build confidence, communication, and a love for trying something

new.
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Inter-Academy Swimming

Our students recently competed in the Inter-Academy Swimming
Competition, hosted at Thomas Telford School, where we faced
swimmers from our sister schools in the MAT, including Thomas
Telford, Madely Academy, UTC and Sandwell Academy. With
standout performances from Will who claimed 1st place in
backstroke and Josh who powered to victory in freestyle,
showcasing incredible technique and determination. We are very

proud of our swimmers, well done to the entire squad!
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NBA League Update

Our in-school NBA League has brought together students from
Years 7 to 13, forming teams that represent iconic NBA teams from
the Denver Nuggets, Boston Celtics, Chicago Bulls, Oklahoma City
Thunder, Golden State Warriors, and LA Lakers. With the Boston
Celtics currently topping the table, the competition is heating up!
This internal league has been the perfect preparation for the
Walsall Schools Basketball League, which runs from October to
February. We performed well in the last years league and we aim to

go one step further and have teams make the play-off finals.
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Set for Success

Our student on the Set for Success program attended an
inspiring Empowerment Event hosted by the Youth Sport Trust at
Molineux Stadium, celebrating their achievements throughout

the program.

Throughout the last academic year, students have worked closely
with their athlete mentor Mel Clarke, a former Team GB
Paralympian in archery, to develop key life skills such as
teamwork, communication, resilience, and self-belief. Over the
past eight months, they’ve taken part in a series of sessions
designed to prepare them for their social action projects, which

aim to make a positive impact on the local community.
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At Molineux, students were warmly welcomed by the Youth Sport
Trust team and began the day with ice-breaker activities, meeting
other young people and athlete mentors from across the region. A
highlight of the day was our students’ confident and inspiring
presentation of their social action projects. Divided into three
groups, they shared their ideas, challenges, and hopes for the
future.

Mel Clarke was incredibly proud to see their growth and hard work
on full display. Throughout the day, students took part in activities
that reflected the skills they’'ve developed and had the chance to

reflect on their journey and favourite moments.
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At just 15 years old, Harry is already making a name for himself in
British speedway. From dominating youth circuits to racing for the
Belle Vue Colts in the National Development League, Harry’s rise has

been nothing short of remarkable.

Harry’s journey began in Grasstrack racing, where he quickly made
his mark, becoming FGA Cadet Grasstrack Champion in 2019 and
British Youth Speedway Champion in 2021. These early successes

highlighted his natural talent, determination, and love for the sport.

In 2025, Harry stepped up to senior competition, debuting with Belle
Vue Colts and racing against seasoned riders. Despite facing
mechanical challenges and a mid-season collarbone injury, Harry
showed incredible resilience. He returned stronger than ever, even
guesting for the Oxford Chargers, where he played a key role in

helping them secure the National League Championship.
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Most recently, Harry delivered a phenomenal performance for Belle
Vue, securing consecutive first-place finishes and going wheel-to-
wheel with riders twice his age. In one standout heat, he surged from
fourth to first, a moment that captured his fearless racing style and

competitive spirit.

With youth on his side and a growing list of achievements, Harry is
undoubtedly one of the brightest young talents in British speedway.
We will be following his progress here at Walsall Academy and are
incredibly proud of his achievements to date, we have no doubt he

will continue to even greater achievements- well done Harry!
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Runwning Club- Update

Our weekly Running Club, led by Mr Wood and the Humanities
department, has welcomed students and staff of all abilities —
from complete beginners to experienced runners. This inclusive
club has created a supportive space for everyone to enjoy the

benefits of running, improve fithess, and build confidence.

For those new to running, the group has been working through the
Couch to 5K programme, gradually building stamina and technique
over the term. The programme culminated in a celebratory Park
Run at Walsall Arboretum, where runners proudly completed their

5K — a fantastic achievement for all involved!

With growing numbers this year, the club continues to thrive. And of
course, the post-run hot chocolate tradition remains a favourite!
We're already looking forward to the next Park Run and welcoming

even more runners to join.
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Boxing Update

Excitement is building ahead of our Boxing Showcase on Tuesday
25 November, one of the most anticipated events in our extra-
curricular calendar. Under the expert guidance of Mr Bull and the
specialist coaching of Coach Lee, our students have been training
with intensity, discipline, and passion. The club has grown rapidly,
offering a unique opportunity for students to develop fitness,
confidence, and resilience. With the showcase just around the
corner, it promises to be a thrilling celebration of hard work and

sporting spirit — definitely one to look forward to!
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Cheerleading Clulr

We're thrilled to launch our brand-new Cheerleading Club, and it’s
already proving a hit with our enthusiastic Year 7 and 8 girls!
Combining the energy of dance with the strength and precision of
gymnastics, the club offers an opportunity for students to develop
new skills and build confidence. The girls have been working hard
on a routine that includes group lifts and synchronised movements,
all key elements of cheerleading. With fantastic attendance and
growing excitement, this club is quickly becoming a highlight of our
extracurricular programme!




ISSUE 33 PAGE 26

This is the thirty third edition of the PE Magazine and we hope you have enjoyed
it. We are looking to get students more involved in the process by supplying
pictures, writing match reports etc. So if you want to get involved and supply a
story/report save the file to memory stick or disk ready for editing and pass onto

the PE Department.

If you want to be a part of the next
magazine, come to Session 3 and get

involved in PE and Sport.

Mr Clifford
Head of PE




