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This is the nineteenth edition of the
Performing Arts Magazine. We hope you will
enjoy reading about all of the
exciting and enjoyable
activities and performances that have
happened during the Autumn Term.

Inside this issue
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Primary Outreach
Evening of Musical Theatre
Star Students
Plus much more!
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An Evening of Musical Theatre
An Evening of Musical Theatre took place on Tuesday 23 October 2018 and was a great success.
The evening was a celebration of the music from theatre shows through the years and included
a selection of the best show tunes from the best musicals from the West End and Broadway.
Students from most year groups took part, including Jessica and Beth from Year 8 whose
performances were two of the best on the night. Other stand-out performances included
Ellymai singing ‘With You’ from Ghost, Alex singing ‘Stars’ from Les Miserables, Genevieve
singing ‘Memory’ from Cats, and Bethan singing ‘Someone Like You’ from Jekyll and Hyde.

Celebration of Christmas
On Monday 17 December the Performing Arts department showcased the Celebration of
Christmas. Students from across all year groups were involved in what was a wonderful range of
performances based on the theme of Christmas. Stand out notable performances came from:
Sixth Form Dance with ‘My only wish this Christmas’, ‘Last Christmas’ sung by Elly, Kim and
Louise and also the Drama Club performance of Jeremy Kyle at Christmas. Well done to all
students involved.
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Drama Showcase
A fabulous evening was had by all at our most recent Drama Showcase. This evening showcased
performances that ranged from our KS3 Drama Club, up to Sixth Form audition monologues. A hugely
entertaining evening was had by all, with standout performances from Drama Club’s ‘Murder at
Muckleby Manor’, Year 10 Acting’s hilarious rendition of John Godber’s ‘Teechers’, Ty, Jack and
Trevion performing ‘Blood Brothers’ and Chloe Ferguson’s outstanding monologue from Dennis Kelly’s
‘DNA’. Audiences left thoroughly entertained and we look forward to our next showcase later in the
year.

Dance Showcase
On Thursday 7 February we hosted a Dance Showcase here at the Academy to assess all of the
student work for their BTEC course. Students in Year 9, 10 and Sixth Form were assessed and they
performed fantastic pieces of professional repertoire, duets, solos and group performances
throughout the evening. A range of styles of dance were presented and the evening was a great
success. Well done to all students involved in the showcase.
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Sixth Form Musical Theatre
Workshops
Sixth Form Performing Arts students are currently embarking on a series of workshops in
collaboration with lecturers from the University of Wolverhampton. The workshops are based on
a variety of musical performances such as; The Wiz, Hamilton and In the Heights. Throughout
these workshops the students will develop skills in Dance, Acting and Singing. The learning
achieved within these workshops will culminate in a final performance sharing at the University of
Wolverhampton in front of a live audience of other schools who have taken part in the project.

Year 8 Performing Arts Workshops
On Thursday 31 January and Thursday 7 February Year 8 students took part in a Performing Arts
workshop led by a lead teacher from the University of Wolverhampton. The workshops were based
upon ‘Everyone’s talking about Jamie’ which is a fantastic, new and exciting musical that has hit the
West End. The students learnt how to utilise a prop when learning some of the professional
repertoire from the musical. They were all fantastic and showed great enthusiasm.

ISSUE 19

PAGE 5

Year 9 Dance Workshops
On Tuesday 5 February we were lucky to have
two lecturers from Ignite Dance Company who
are based in Kidderminster to attend the
Academy and lead workshops for our Year 9
Dance students. The workshops explored the
styles of both Contemporary and Jazz and
culminated in a question and answer session for
the students to discuss how to further their
careers in Dance and the options that they have
for their future. A great, worthwhile experience.

Primary Outreach
Year 5 at St Peters have been learning about the Greeks with a particular focus on Greek
Theatre and Mythology. Sessions have included script work and Drama techniques based
around the story of ‘The Midas Touch’. Year 4 have been learning about the Vikings. They have
used a variety of Drama techniques to explore how the Vikings lived, where they went to trade
and how they raided. They have particularly enjoyed slow motion fight scenes and recreating
Viking long boats.
Roald Dahl has been the choice for Year 4 at Lower Farm this term. Both Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory and The BFG have been used to create a variety of different performances
that have been scripted and devised. Year 4 have used their outreach hours to explore the
topic of Egypt. Mrs Pattinson used a story called ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ which was based on
a historical source about a Greek slave. The students re-enacted scenes, created their own
scripts and mimed to music to display their understanding of this great historical time.
Year 2 at Little Bloxwich have been using their Drama sessions to delve deeper into their
Literacy books. Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis and Paddington Bear have been explored in a variety
of ways. The class have moved on from choral speaking and are now using shorter scripts and
devising their own plays. Mrs Pattinson also enjoyed helping to direct the infant nativity play.

Grease
Rehearsals

Our fabulous cast have begun their rehearsals of the hit
musical ‘Grease’. It has been 10 years since an
Academy cast has put on this show, and this one
promises to be an even bigger hit than the last! With
incredible songs like ‘Greased Lightning’ and ‘You’re the
One that I Want’ sang by our hugely talented cast,
you’d be a fool to miss out on this musical
extravaganza!
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Performing Arts
Star Students
Key Stage 3
Drama

Dance

Libby is a regular at our KS3
Drama Club and has given
two amazing performances
in her time with us. Playing
Mrs Claus in our Christmas
Concert, she performed a
comedic role challenging her
husband Santa over why he
had been away all night. She
shows excellent
commitment to all
performances and has a
great passion for acting. Well
done Libby.

Megan in Year 7 is this
term’s star student for
Dance.
Megan has been exploring
Musical Theatre and Street
Dance in her lessons and is
fantastic at picking up
movements and creating her
own sections of creative
choreography. Megan would
be a great addition to
Kickstart Dance Company
and I hope to see her there.
Well done Megan.

Music
Bonnie has been working
incredibly hard in music
recently. We have been
completing our own
soundtrack to accompany a
film clip from Wallace and
Gromit. Bonnie has
composed some excellent
film music that reflects the
video clip really well. Bonnie
is also a keen singer and
keyboard player and is
always keen to perform her
work to the class in lessons.

Key Stage 4
Drama

Dance

Music

Jack gave an outstanding
performance as Sammy in
Willy Russell’s ‘Blood
Brothers’ at our recent
Drama Showcase. This was
Jack’s first performance in
front of an invited live
audience and he performed
with excellent confidence.
He is a pleasure to work
alongside in class and always
gives his Drama work 100%.
Well done Jack.

Madison in Year 9 is star
student for Dance. Each and
every lesson Madison gives
100% to all activities. Most
recently she performed a
solo in the Dance showcase
and demonstrated her
versatility and confidence in
front of a live audience.
Madison is naturally very
talented and we look
forward to seeing her
progress further. Well done
Madison.

Elliot has shown an excellent
approach to music during
KS4 this year. He achieved a
Distinction in his music exam
with one of the top marks in
the class, and always gives
100% in lessons. We have
recently been completing
composition coursework
where Elliot has been very
creative with his ideas. He
always completes work on
time and to a good standard.
Well done Elliot.
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Session 3 Programme
As always, the Performing Arts Department offer a wide range of
Session 3 activities for you to come and enjoy. Whatever your ability,
come along and sign up - you don’t need to have any previous
experience! Don’t forget that if you are in Year 7 or 8 you can add up
hours to achieve awards through the Children’s University Scheme. You
need to gain 30 hours for a Bronze Award, 65 hours for a Silver Award
and 100 hours for a Gold Award. A great way to be recognised for all of
the fantastic activities that you have been taking part in throughout the
year.

Day

Subject

Activity

Time

Monday

Dance

Kickstart Dance Company (KS3)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Performing Arts Grease Rehearsals

3.30pm-5.00pm

Music

Young Voices (KS3)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Show Choir (KS4)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Sixth Form Choir (KS5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Coursework Catch-up Session
(KS4/5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Drama

Drama Club

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Music Tech Catch-up Session (all
years)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Coursework Catch-up Session
(KS4/5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Performing Arts Grease Rehearsals

3.30pm-5.00pm

Dance

3.30pm-4.30pm

Unity Performance Group

Upcoming Events
2 April to 4 April 2019—Grease The Musical
8 April and 9 April 2019—Ballet Central

