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22 March 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Following the announcement of his retirement earlier this term, I am delighted to be able to inform you 
that Walsall Academy’s Local Governing Board and the TTMAT Trust Board have decided upon a 
replacement for Mr Rogers as Headteacher of Walsall Academy. 
 
We are pleased to share with you that Mr Simon Topper, 
currently the TTMAT Assistant Executive Advisor, will 
become the new Walsall Academy Headteacher from 1 June 
2023.  Mr Topper comes with considerable experience in 
school leadership, most significantly whilst Head at Sandwell 
Academy in West Bromwich between 2005 and 2017. 
 
Trained to teach Physical Education at Birmingham 
University, Mr Topper joined Thomas Telford School and 
rapidly progressed to Deputy Head level making a significant 
contribution to the outstanding education on offer. Mr Topper 
then accepted the challenge of establishing one of the first 
academy schools in the country and led Sandwell Academy 
to become an Ofsted rated ‘outstanding’ school on three 
successive occasions. 
 
Mr Topper’s work with Thomas Telford Multi Academy Trust has involved working alongside Sir Kevin 
Satchwell to establish the Trust and implement a vision to benefit each of the growing number of member 
schools and their students. 
 
We look forward to Mr Topper working with Mr Rogers to ensure a smooth transition of responsibilities 
in the coming months and helping Walsall Academy thrive in the years to come. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Tessa Littlefield 
Chair of Governors 


