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This is the eighteenth edition of the
Performing Arts Magazine. We hope you will
enjoy reading about all of the
exciting and enjoyable
activities and performances that have
happened during the Summer Term.

Inside this issue
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Celebration of Dance
Primary Outreach
Summer Sizzler
Star Students
Plus much more!
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Celebration of Dance
On Tuesday 12 and Wednesday 13 June we hosted the annual Celebration of Dance here at the
Academy. This year our theme was ‘Steppin’ back to the 80’s’ and we had eight primary schools and
six secondary schools with a total of 366 take part. The students really appreciated viewing other
performance pieces from the schools that attended and it was brilliant to see the range of styles
and groups that attended.

Achievement
Evening
On 25 June our Achievement
Evening took place. The event as
always is a wonderful recognition
of the students’ effort and
progress throughout the year.
Daljit in Year 11 performed a
fantastic rendition of Micky’s
speech from Blood Brothers and
Bethan in Year 12 sung ‘Time to
say goodbye’ by Francesco
Sartori.
The winner of the KS3 Performing
Arts Award was Laura.
Megan won the award for KS4
and Lewis for KS5.

Arts Award
Moderation
On Wednesday 18 July the Dance department was
moderated for the completion of the Arts Award
portfolios that students in Year 9, 10 and 11 have been
working on. The moderation was a huge success and
students all passed their Bronze, Silver and Gold Arts
Awards. This is a fantastic achievement and a great
project for all students to complete alongside their
BTEC qualification.
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Drama Showcase
On Wednesday 11 July a fantastic evening of Drama was had by all at our Drama Summer Showcase. The
night kicked off with a brilliant rendition of Willy Russell’s Our Day Out by the Year 9 BTEC Drama group,
before KS3 Drama Club hit the stage with their version of Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations. Stand out
performances came from Jessica, Evelyn and Beth who played Ernie’s family with great humour. The night
was topped off with standout monologue performances from Year 11 BTEC Acting. Both Ellymai and Daljit
gave superb renditions of Blood Brothers classics.

Snagged: raising awareness about online grooming.
Snagged is a short film designed to raise awareness among young people, teachers and parents
about online grooming. Set in Walsall, it shows how online grooming, via apps and smartphones, can
be used to draw young people into drug running (County Lines), child sexual exploitation (CSE) and
radicalisation.

In addition to this, the film shows the importance for a young person to gain help from friends,
family and professionals. The drama concludes with friendly upbeat tips about online safety, spoken
to camera by local young people.
"These issues are of vital importance to Walsall at the moment and the NHS wanted to make sure
that young people had access to information that might help give them strategies to deal with these
situations,” said Carol Williams (Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust) “It’s important that schools are armed
with the knowledge too so the video comes with lots of local and national information.”
The video and many others sits on an award-winning website www.easysre.net that has been
developed in the region, and is available for free to schools across Walsall. All the videos have
recognisable Walsall locations and have been made with young people from the area.
“Working with the young people at Walsall Academy has been ace: not only because they’re very
gifted actors, but they’ve also helped come up with these scenarios so other young people should
respond more positively to what they see on the film,” said Rick Goldsmith of media company
Catcher Media.
“All I have to say is WOW! You’ve done an incredible job! Honestly, it really is superb and I think the
students will LOVE it’” Timothy Pratt, Drama Teacher at Walsall Academy.
Snagged was created with young people from Walsall Academy who worked with Catcher Media to
develop the style and content of the film. Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust and Street Teams, Walsall
were consulted. Funded by Walsall Council Public Health.
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On Tuesday 10 July we gathered our Hairspray cast together one last time to celebrate their amazing
successful performances with a buffet and DVD showing. It was a lovely event to end the experience
that they have all been a part of for six months. Well done to all of the cast members, you were
fantastic.

Summer Sizzler
On Thursday 12 July we hosted our annual Summer Sizzler event. The Performing Arts team
collaborated with the Hospitality and Catering team and showcased performances and offered a
variety of refreshments throughout the evening. ‘The Greatest Showman’ was our theme and
students all performed both Dance and Music pieces to songs from the soundtrack.
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Primary Outreach
Lower Farm have been learning about Greek history this term. Mrs
Pattinson created a scheme of work that focuses on the myth of King
Midas. Year 4 have undertaken workshops that have included role
play and monologues. Short devised performances where created to
show the end of the myth with a modern twist. There was great
hilarity where one group sold the golden statue of his daughter on
eBay!
Mrs Pattinson has been teaching Literacy through Drama at Little
Bloxwich. There has been a lot of call and response with a particular
focus on exaggerated language and movement. The students have
really enjoyed creating characters that feature in Fairy tales such as a
Giant and a Woodcutter.
Year 2 at St Peters have been looking at short scripts from the film
‘Toy Story’. They have had great fun recreating the characters on
Buzz and Woody and show promise with their American accents. The
students have also been writing their own scripts and performing
them.

Children’s University
Graduation
On Wednesday 19 July our Year 7 and 8
students who take part in the Children’s
University Scheme were invited to a
Graduation Ceremony here at the
Academy. The students dressed up in
graduation gowns and hats and were
presented with awards for their
achievements outside of school. This
event is a lovely recognition of the extra
activities the students take part in.
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Performing Arts
Star Students
Key Stage 3
Drama

Dance

Music

Jessica has won this term’s
star student for her role in
Walsall Youth Theatre’s
‘Avenue Q’. Jessica was part
of the ensemble but also
played one of the ‘Bad Idea
Bears’. Jess is massively
committed to the Performing
Arts being part of Drama
Club. She is also about to
join the cast of Grease. Well
done Jessica, keep up the
fantastic work.

Chanel has been exceptional
during her Dance lessons this
term. She will always give
100% to each of the
activities set and will take
the lead when working on
choreography tasks. Chanel
has a great eye for
choreography and is able to
perform in a variety of styles.
She has also taken part in
Kickstart Dance Company
and the extra Year 8
workshops that are on offer.

Beth is an extremely hard
working student in Music
and has made an excellent
start this year. Beth plays the
piano and is also a talented
singer taking part in a
musical theatre group
outside school as well as
performing in school. It is
clear that Beth enjoys her
music and that she spends
her spare time practising to
improve her skills. Keep up
the good work Beth!

Key Stage 4
Drama

Dance

Music

Trevion is a hugely
passionate actor who has an
infectious enthusiasm for the
subject. He is a superb group
and ensemble worker who
gets the best out of his
peers. His positive approach
to learning in class creates
an atmosphere where
Trevion is able to flourish as
a young actor.

Madison has made a
fantastic start to Year 9. She
has a natural ability for many
styles of dance and is
currently excelling in the
style of contemporary. I
would really like to see
Madison explore with
different styles of Dance. She
would be a great addition to
Unity Performance Group
should she want to further
her performance
opportunities.

Kate has been working
consistently hard on the
BTEC Music course since the
start of the year. She is a
talented composer and has a
good knowledge of our
computer software
‘Protools’. Kate is being very
creative with her
compositions and has also
recently achieved a
Distinction in her BTEC Music
exam. Well done Kate.

ISSUE 18

PAGE 7

Session 3 Programme
As always, the Performing Arts Department offer a wide range of
Session 3 activities for you to come and enjoy. Whatever your ability,
come along and sign up - you don’t need to have any previous
experience! Don’t forget that if you are in Year 7 or 8 you can add up
hours to achieve awards through the Children’s University Scheme. You
need to gain 30 hours for a Bronze Award, 65 hours for a Silver Award
and 100 hours for a Gold Award. A great way to be recognised for all of
the fantastic activities that you have been taking part in throughout the
year.

Day

Subject

Activity

Time

Monday

Dance

Kickstart Dance Company (KS3)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Coursework Catch-up Session
(KS4/5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Performing Arts Grease Rehearsals

3.30pm-5.00pm

Music

Young Voices (KS3)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Show Choir (KS4)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Sixth Form Choir (KS5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Drama

Drama Club

3.30pm-4.30pm

Music

Music Tech Catch-up Session (all
years)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Unity Performance Group

3.30pm-4.30pm

Dance

Coursework Catch-up Session
(KS4/5)

3.30pm-4.30pm

Performing Arts Grease Rehearsals

Upcoming Events
23/10/18 - An evening of Musical Theatre
08/11/18—Grease rehearsals commence
17/12/18—Celebration of Christmas

3.30pm-5.00pm

