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Walsall Academy Physical
Education Magazine
This is the eighteenth edition of the
Physical Education Magazine. We hope you
will enjoy reading about all of the fantastic
achievements of the school teams, and our
individual stars of the future.

Inside this issue
Inter-Academies
Football Update
Girls Basketball tournament
Rugby Update
Badminton Tournament
Plus much more!
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Football Update
On Monday 19 November the annual
Inter-Academies Football tournament was
held at Sandwell Academy. This consisted
of a Year 7 boys team, Year 8 boys team
and a Year 7/8 combined girls team. This
tournament was made up of Walsall
Academy, Sandwell Academy, Madeley
Academy and Thomas Telford School. As
always, each student who was selected to
participate was a credit to the Academy
and put 100% effort into each game. The
Year 8 team competed in the 9 a side
tournament and performed fantastically
well in each game. They went on to win
each game which resulted in them lifting the shield for the second year running. The
combined Year7/8 girls team competed in the 5 a side tournament and produced three
disciplined performances against the other schools which resulted in them being crowned
winners of the tournament. This is the first time a Walsall Academy girls team has won at
the Football Inter-Academies tournament and is due to their dedication and hard work to
training each week, as well as playing with great team spirit. The Year 7 boys team found it
more difficult to get used to the 5 a side pitch and despite putting in determined and
organised performances, they finished 3rd overall.
On Thursday 10 January the Year 11
Football team played against The Coleshill
School in the 5th round of the National
Cup. The game started off with both teams
not willing to take any risks which resulted
in a nervous opening 20 minutes. As the
games went on the teams started to
created chances but were denied by the
opposing goalkeeper as Ben’s volley was
tipped over the bar by the Coleshill
goalkeeper and Thomas made a fantastic
save for Walsall Academy by deflecting a
free kick out for a corner. The teams were
evenly matched for the whole game,
however it was decided by a penalty which was won and converted by the Coleshill number
9. It was a brilliant achievement by the Year 11 boys to reach this stage of the National Cup,
and were unfortunate not to progress further.
In the coming weeks the Sixth Form team have a Futsal tournament being held at Streetly
Academy, and the U14 girls have a Futsal tournament at Walsall College. These are events
which both teams are looking forward to, with the hope that they can be crowned
champions.
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Rugby Update
Over the last half term, the Year 7 Rugby
team have been steadily improving their
skills and have been competing against
some very strong schools such as
Cardinal Griffin and Wolverhampton
Grammar School. All of these games have
been hugely beneficial to the boys which
has seen a big improvement from all
those involved in the squad. They also
continue to train hard every week which
demonstrates their determination to
improve.
The Year 9 Rugby team continue to go
from strength to strength as they eased past a good Cardinal Griffin side including very
impressive performances from the likes of Dionte and Ethan. The boys now have a huge
game in the Quarter Cup of the County cup which we will be working hard towards in the
next few days.
On Wednesday 6 February, both Year 10
and Year 7 girls attended a tournament at
Walsall Rugby club in which both teams
were triumphant. The Year 7 girls are
starting to show they will be an excellent
Rugby team and have taken the
knowledge and advice on board from their
training sessions. The Year 10 girls also
continue to improve with each fixture,
especially as some of the girls have now
joined local Rugby clubs to continue their
passion for the sport.
All of our rugby teams will participate in
the Walsall Cup competitions which will take place here at the Academy. Good luck to all
our teams!
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Girls Basketball
tournament
On Monday 14 January Walsall
Academy hosted the Annual Girls
Basketball tournament for Year 9
students. The tournament was
made up of Walsall Academy, Pool
Hayes Academy, Brownhills School
and Shelfield Academy. The
standard of basketball was
excellent from the very first whistle
and was maintained for the whole
tournament. Walsall Academy’s
first game was played against Pool
Hayes which was dominated by a
fantastic all round performance from Maja who scored all but one basket, and was also
excellent defensively which resulted in the final score being 14-2. The second game saw
Walsall Academy play Shelfield which was a much tighter game which was due to excellent
defensive displays. The final result was 6-2 in favour of Walsall Academy which was a
brilliant result. The girls final game was played against Brownhills who were identified as the
main competitors from the start of the tournament. Both teams were very evenly matched
and the final score was a reflection of this as it finished 4-4. Due to the Walsall Academy
girls remaining unbeaten for the entirety of the tournament, they were crowned champions
and will progress to the Black Country Games.
At the Black Country Games the girls performed superbly well from the very start and were
displaying the skills that earnt them the place at the finals. They were matched up against
some tough opposition, however they worked together as a team and finished 2nd overall
which is a fabulous achievement.
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Basketball Update
Each year group have been participating in Basketball fixtures against local schools with the aim
to be crowned league champions. Year 11 have made a fantastic start to their campaign,
winning their games against Blue Coat, Shire Oak comfortably with a 30-0 score line, and
narrowly beating St Francis 18-17.

Year 10 have made a good start to their
season, winning two of their first three
games. They beat Shire Oak 22-10 and St
Francis 38-8, but unfortunately lost to
Queen Marys 15-12. This was a very close
game throughout, however one excellent 3
point shot decided the game. This loss
didn't have an impact on the team’s next
fixture as they comfortably beat Bloxwich
Academy 39-8 with the team showing their
excellent attacking flair throughout the
whole game.
Year 9 have been in fine form this season. This started with a fantastic result against St Francis
which finished 21-9. There was a stand out display from Victory who was excellent the whole
game, especially when making lay-ups on a fast break. They have played three more games
against Pool Hayes, Bloxwich Academy and Barr Beacon and have scored a total of 81 points
and only conceded 2. This is an outstanding record and the team should be extremely proud.
Year 8 have played three fixtures so far
against St Francis, Shelfield Academy and
Queen Marys. Unfortunately each of these
games have ended in a narrow loss, but
the team is always willing to learn and
have shown great dedication towards
training each week. The team are looking
forward to their next game against Shire
Oak.
Finally the Year 7 team have been
enjoying their fixtures against Shelfield
Academy and St Francis. Unfortunately
they lost their first game against Shelfield
Academy however they gained a lot of experience from this game and as a result they saw a
huge improvement in their next game which finished 12-12. There next game saw another draw
against Bloxwich Academy which finished 10-10 but have then gone on to record two fantastic
victories, beating Pool Hayes 21-10 and Barr Beacon 31-10. The team’s hard work in training
has clearly paid off and have shown great progress throughout the season.
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Badminton finals
On Thursday 17 January, KS3 boys and girls, and KS4 girls attended the Walsall Badminton
Finals at West Walsall E-Act Academy. It was a great achievement to reach this stage of the
tournament, and yet again the students who were selected to represent Walsall Academy
did themselves and the school
proud. The KS4 girls team which
was made up by Jamelia, Fiona,
Emily and Evie. They played against
Barr Beacon in both singles and
doubles games and every game
they played was extremely
competitive. Unfortunately Barr
Beacon came out as overall winners
but the girls can he happy with their
performance.
The KS3 boys team which was
made up of Daniel, Tyler, Victory
and Gevine. They played against Queen Mary’s and West Walsall E-Act Academy and again
produced some excellent displays in both singles and doubles play. Walsall Academy
finished second behind Queen Mary’s which is a fantastic achievement.
The final team to play in the tournament were the KS3 girls. This team was made up of
Maja, Libby, Molly and Rose. All four girls performed superbly throughout the tournament,
displayed great teamwork and communication skills during the doubles matches, and also
showed they could perform individually in the singles match. The girls also finished second
overall which is another brilliant achievement.
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Duke of Edinburgh Update
The students completing their Duke of Edinburgh Awards continue to complete expedition
training in Session 3 time in preparation for training walks and expeditions in the summer
term. Alongside this students are also required to complete volunteering, skill and physical
sections of the award. A group of Silver and Gold students have started to learn sign language
for the skill section. They attend a weekly session and are making excellent progress. Thus far
they have learnt the letters of the alphabet, numbers, greetings, where they live, colours and
animals. By the end of the programme the students will have developed very good skills that
will help in their local communities and potentially in their future careers.

Rock Climbing
Every Tuesday for 6 weeks, 17 Year 11 students attended Wolf
Mountain climbing walls in Wolverhampton. This is part of their
GCSE PE course as rock climbing is one of their selected sports
to be assessed in practically. They were taught a variety of
different skills such as basic knots, belaying and lowering off.
Alongside these skills, they were also required to display a
range of climbing techniques such as traversing and abseiling.
Throughout the 6 weeks the students progressed well, and
their confidence and communication skills improved with their
climbing ability
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This is the eighteenth edition of the PE Magazine and we hope you have enjoyed
it. We are looking to get students more involved in the process by supplying
pictures, writing match reports etc. So if you want to get involved and supply a
story/report save the file to memory stick or disk ready for editing and pass onto
the PE Department.

If you want to be a part of the next magazine, come
to Session 3 and get involved in PE and Sport.

Mr L Bull
PE Department

