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Walsall Academy Physical
Education Magazine
This is the seventeenth edition of the
Physical Education Magazine. We hope you
will enjoy
reading about all of the fantastic
achievements of the school teams, and our
individual stars of the future.

Inside this issue
Rugby Update
Trip to Old Trafford
Football Update
Rounders Final
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Plus much more!
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Rugby Update
On Tuesday 25 September, the Year
11 Rugby team welcomed Cheslyn
Hay for their first Rugby fixture of the
season. The early exchanges saw the
bigger, heavier Cheslyn Hay pack
make good progress into Walsall’s
22, however, good defence saw
Walsall force the error and not long
after got the first try of the game. The
first half continued to be a tightly
contested affair but the Walsall boys
went into the half 21-5 up. Walsall
started the second half extremely well playing expansive, running rugby and quickly started
to dominate proceedings. Walsall dominated both possession and territory for the
remainder of the game and finished strong winning the game 52-12. A good start to the
season for Year 11, but still plenty to work on.
On Wednesday 3 October the Year 7
Rugby team took part in their first
training game at Walton School. The
boys were a credit to themselves and
the Academy and showed some real
promise for the years to come with
some excellent running rugby. In
particular, the tackling from the
Walsall Academy boys was excellent
fronting up to the big powerful runners
of Walton which made for an excellent
foundation for the team.
On Tuesday 9 October, the Year 9 Rugby team travelled to Aston Old Edwardians Rugby Club
to take part in the Birmingham Cup, a competition the boys would be defending from last
year. The tournament started against a well organised Aldridge School, but the power and
excellent hands from Walsall soon proved too much and the boys started the tournament
with a comfortable win. The boys went on to win another 3 games comfortably with excellent
performances all round. Just like last year, the competition came down to Walsall Academy
and University of Birmingham. In a physical encounter, Walsall produced their best
performance in what proved to be another comfortable win against a very strong University
of Birmingham team.
The girls rugby team have been getting some high quality coaching sessions from RFU
coaches on a Tuesday evening in preparation for upcoming fixtures. There has been some
excellent skills on show from Georgia and Morgan, who can’t wait to use them in a
competitive situation.
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Indoor Futsal
On Monday 15 October, Walsall Academy travelled to Queen Mary’s Boys School to play
Futsal. Both Year 7 and Year 9 competed in two separate games of Futsal, with Walsall
Academy finishing as winners in both games.
The Year 7 team played first, in a sport that was completely new to them which meant
that they needed to adapt from normal football. Once they realised how fast paced the
game was going to be, they settled into the game and began to look the dominant side.
There were some fantastic individual performances from Jesse and Toby, leading the
boys to a 6-4 victory.
The Year 9 team had a
bit more experience
playing Futsal and this
was evident from the
first whistle. The boys
controlled the whole
game, with Dionte
playing very well outfield,
and Alfie making some
great saves to achieve
the final score line of
6-1 to Walsall Academy.

PE Session 3
Since the start of the academic year, the Session 3 in the PE department has been extremely
popular. Students have enjoyed Football, Rugby, Netball, Badminton, Basketball and the
Fitness Suite. Taking part in a PE Session 3 is a great way to keep fit, represent the Academy
in a sport you enjoy and make new friends along the way.
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Football Update
On Tuesday 2 October, the Year 7
Football team played their first
competitive fixture. This was against
Beacon Hill Academy in the 1st round
of the National Cup. Walsall Academy
started the brighter of the two teams,
taking an early lead through Jesse,
which was cancelled out soon after
by the opposition against the run of
play. Toby restored the lead with a
great individual effort before an
unfortunate own goal put the scores
level once again. Walsall Academy
struck again just before half time with
Jesse getting his second of the game. In the second half Walsall Academy continued their
dominance by scoring two quick goals, with two fantastic strikes from Razvan, and Jesse to
complete his hat-trick. Beacon Hill scored a third goal from a perfectly timed through ball,
but Jess put the result beyond any doubt when he scored his fourth goal of the game. This
was a fantastic start to their season and they are eager to play in the next round of the
tournament.
The Year 10 team were involved in a
thrilling encounter in the first round of
the National Cup against Rawlett
school on Monday 1 October. Despite
a very one sided half in favour of
Walsall Academy the half-time whistle
blew at 0-0. In the second half Walsall
took a two goal lead, Kian scoring the
first goal and Callum scoring the
second. However these goals were
cancelled out by the opposition late in
the second half which took the game
into extra-time. Walsall struck first
with a fantastic solo effort from
Callum, but late drama saw Rawlett snatch a late equaliser from a last minute corner. This
unfortunately meant a penalty shoot-out had to decide the game which Rawlett won 4-2
after some heroics from their goalkeeper. This was a hard result to take, but the boys are
eager to rectify this in their other fixtures this year.

On Tuesday 2 October the Sixth Form team travelled to Pool Hayes for their first fixture of
the season. This was a comfortable fixture for the Walsall Academy team who controlled the
game from start to finish. The final result finished 6-1, with goals being scored from Brad,
Reece, Brandon, Divine, and two from Samuel. This was a great start to the season and the
Sixth Form team are hoping to carry this form into the National Cup in the upcoming weeks.
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Football Update
The Sixth Form team have also been in action in the National Cup after beating Shelfield 3-2 in
the first round. This game saw some good football from both sides, however Samuel and two
goals from Daniel ensured the result for Walsall Academy, despite Shelfield Academy being
given two penalties which they calmly scored. Walsall Academy’s next opponent then withdrew
from the competition meaning that the Sixth Form team are awaiting the draw for the 3rd round
of the competition.
The Year 9 team started their National Cup competition with an away fixture against Codsall
Community High School. Despite Walsall Academy starting as the better team, it was the
opposition who took the lead due to a composed finish from a perfectly timed through ball. This
spurred the Walsall Academy team on, who quickly equalised through Dionte, who soon after
scored another to make it 2-1. Walsall Academy then began to dominate the game with the
pressure proving too much which caused an own goal, and a good finish from Joel to make it
4-1. This score line caused some complacency to creep in, with the final result finishing 4-3.

PE Development Trip
On Tuesday 25 September, the PE department took a group of selected students to Old Trafford
to watch Manchester United play Derby in the Carabao Cup. The students were selected due to
their excellent effort and commitment to their PE studies.
This was a match that Manchester United took very seriously by fielding most of their first team
players, despite playing against opposition from a league lower than themselves. This game
turned out to be far more interesting that previously anticipated, as Derby proved to be well
matched opposition. At the end of normal time the game finished 2-2, with some great goals
being scored by both teams. The game was decided on penalties, with Derby causing a huge
upset by beating them 8-7.
Each student that attended the trip thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and are eager to be
invited on more trips like this in the future.

PAGE 6

Rounders Final
The Year 8 Rounders team secured a win in the final of the Walsall Schools League beating
Shelfield Academy 11 rounders to 8. It was a close game but the students stayed focussed
and showed an excellent display of batting and fielding skills. They did this throughout the
league not losing a game. They have won the league for the last 2 years and we will work
hard next summer to retain our title.

Duke of Edinburgh
Update
The Bronze, Silver and Gold groups all had successful final DofE expeditions during the
summer term. They were able to apply the skills they had learnt across the year to pass
their expeditions gaining excellent comments from their assessors. Students have signed
up to complete awards this academic year and we look forward to seeing what they decide
to do for the volunteering, physical and skill sections. Expedition training starts for the
Silver and Gold groups in November and their first day walk is on 9 December in the
Shropshire hills.
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This is the seventeenth edition of the PE Magazine and we hope you have
enjoyed it. We are looking to get students more involved in the process by
supplying pictures, writing match reports etc. So if you want to get involved and
supply a story/report save the file to memory stick or disk ready for editing and
pass onto the PE Department.

If you want to be a part of the next magazine, come to
Session 3 and get involved in PE and Sport.

Mr L Bull
PE Department

