
IDEAS FOR VOLUNTEERING
OPPORTUNITIES IN SCHOOLS

Volunteering is simple.  It’s about choosing to give time to help people, the community or society, the 
environment or animals.  You can use this opportunity to become involved in a project or with an organisation 
that you care about.  Many ideas and suggestions for community volunteering can be found on the DofE 
website: www.DofE.org/volunteering.  

Below are ideas for volunteering opportunities you may be able to do in your school.

Helping people

Reading buddy

Mentoring

School/playground buddy

Lower year assistant

Koran/Tanakh reading

support

Year 7 maths club helper

Silver surfer afterschool club

Translating for a fellow pupil

Additional needs buddy

Working with the
environment or animals

Environmental project 
committee/volunteer

Establishing a school 
herb kitchen garden

Recycling advocate

Sustrans *
* Volunteering Approved Activity Providers 

(AAPs) school based opportunities.

Coaching and Leadership

Dance leadership/coaching
(If undertaking a qualification, ensure that at least 75% 

of time is active volunteering not learning.)

DofE eMentor

Sports leadership/coaching
(If undertaking a qualification, ensure that at least 75% 

of time is active volunteering not learning)

Music tuition

Prefect
(Must be active and the individual applied to 

become a prefect and was not just appointed.)

Peer educator

CCF leadership or teaching role
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Community action 
and raising awareness

Road safety campaign

Cyber safety

School/college council representative

Class/subject representative

Youth advocate

National Energy Foundation’s 
Energy Envoy *

Oxfam – Youth Ambassador *

Committee for the school being awarded as:

	 • Fair trade school

	 • Eco-school

	 • International school

	 • Sustainable school

Helping a charity or
community organisation

School newsletter/website/radio editor

School library assistant

Eve Appeal*

Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild* 
co-ordinator

School’s healthy eating 
tuck shopmanager

Fundraising committee for the
school’s chosen charity

* Volunteering Approved Activity Providers (AAPs) school based opportunities.

vInspired funding
Got an idea for a social 
action project in your area/
school? Get £500 to make 
it happen. www.vinspired.com

Key points to remember for the volunteering section

•	 You need to volunteer for an average of an hour a 
week, for at least the minimum time, and don’t forget 
to extend the time for holidays.

•	 You cannot volunteer for a commercial organisation 
(i.e. a vet), family members or replace paid labour.  
Babysitting does not count!

•	 Volunteering for a charity or not for profit organisation 
is great.

•	 You cannot be paid for your activity.

•	 You can volunteer as a team.

•	 Up to 25% of your time can be spent on training.

•	 Your Assessor cannot be a relation and must be over 
18 years old.

•	 Pictures are great evidence but you will need an 
Assessor’s Report for the section to be completed 
and verified.

For more volunteering section ideas, information and the section requirements
please visit: www.DofE.info/volunteering.



Queen Mother’s 
Clothing Guild
www.qmcg.org.uk
Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild 
is a charity founded in 1882 that 
gives all kinds of new clothing 
and bedding to lots of other 
charities every year.

Fundraiser
Age: 14+
Category: Helping people
Where: School based
When: Flexible – you decide

When you raise money you 
can spend it in local shops or 
at wholesale warehouses. You 
can give any kind of clothing 
suitable for the groups of people 
mentioned above. The QMCG 
schools co-ordinator can advise on 
what is needed and where to buy.

E: dofe@qmcg.org.uk

Knitting group
Age: 14+
Category: Arts, music & culture
Where: School or home
When: Flexible – you decide

Are you handy with a pair of 
needles? Would you like to set 
up or join a knitting group at 
your school or elsewhere? The 
QMCG welcomes hand knitted 
clothing and blankets to donate 
to those in need. Check the 
website for what is needed. 

E: dofe@qmcg.org.uk

Volunteering Approved Activity Providers 
(AAPs) school-based opportunities

National Energy 
Foundation
www.nef.org.uk 
The National Energy Foundation 
(NEF) is an independent charity 
which aims to give people and 
organisations the knowledge, 
support and inspiration to 
improve the use of energy 
in buildings.

Energy Envoys
Age: 14+ 
Category: Environment and 
conservation
Where: UK-wide 
When: Flexible

Set up an exciting project to 
help your community use energy 
more wisely, save money and 
help to save the planet! Learn all 
about the big energy challenges 
of our time and how to tackle 
real-world energy problems.
www.energyenvoys.org.uk

Sustrans
www.sustrans.org.uk
Sustrans makes smarter travel 
choices possible, desirable and 
inevitable. We’re a leading UK 
charity enabling people to travel 
by foot, bike or public transport 
for more of the journeys we 
make every day.

Active Travel Champions
Age: 14+ 
Category: Environment and 
conservation
Where: In your community 
or school
When: Flexible

Active travel champions give 
advice about walking and cycling 
and/or set up walking and cycling 
activities in their local community, 
workplace, university or school.

E: volunteers-uk@sustrans.org.uk

APPROVED
ACTIVITY

PROVIDER



The Reading Agency
www.readingagency.org.uk
We are a charity whose 
mission is to give everyone an 
equal chance in life by helping 
people become confident and 
enthusiastic readers.  Because 
everything changes when 
we read.

Summer Reading Challenge
Age: 14+
Category: Children, 
Arts, music & culture
Where: Your local library
When: Flexible

The Summer Reading Challenge 
encourages children aged 4 
to 11 to read six books during 
the long summer holiday. 
Volunteer to help plan and run 
the challenge in your local library, 
then continue volunteering there 
after the summer.

T: 020 7324 2551
E: nici.west@reading.agency.org.uk

Oxfam
www.oxfam.org.uk
Oxfam is a global movement 
of people who share the belief 
that, in a world rich in resources, 
poverty isn’t inevitable. It’s an 
injustice which can, and must, 
be overcome. 

Find Oxfam’s opportunities here: 
www.oxfam.org.uk/get-
involved/volunteer-with-us 

Youth Ambassador
Age: 14+
Category: Community and 
global action
Where: UK wide 
When: Flexible

Be part of the movement to 
overcome poverty and suffering, 
and gain a Youth Ambassadors 
badge.  

As a Youth Ambassador, Oxfam 
will help you put your ideas into 
action and make them a reality, 
whether that’s holding a school 
assembly or event, getting in 
your local paper, meeting your 
MP or going to parliament.

E: education@oxfam.org.uk
W: http://to.ly/EMUT

The Eve Appeal 
www.eveappeal.org.uk
The Eve Appeal is all about 
stopping women-only 
(gynaecological) cancers in their 
tracks. We are dedicated to 
funding life-saving research to 
save more women whilst raising 
awareness of these little known 
cancers. 

Youth Eve
Age: 14+
Category: Helping people
Where: UK-wide
When: Flexible – you decide

Design, develop and complete 
your very own fundraising event, 
challenge or campaign, with 
guidance from the Eve Team. 
From bake-sale to bike rides, 
discos to dancethons, help 
raise awareness and money for 
women’s cancers.
 
T: 020 7605 0100
E: becca.braithwaite@eveappeal.org.uk


